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INSIDE

Jenny writes...

THANK YOU
This is my first newsletter since 
the election and I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you 
for the honour of being your local 
MP. It is a huge privilege to be able 
to officially represent and work for 
the community I am raising  
my family in. 

I would like to thank the hundreds of 
SES and RFS volunteers as well as 
local charities for such a tremendous 
effort during and after the storms and 
subsequent flooding. The Thornton 
Rural Fire Service springs to mind, 
having been out to a 3am callout and 
then returning to their base to find 
their cars had all been flooded.

The impact of the storms on people’s 
lives would have been far worse had 
it not been for the tireless efforts of 
local volunteers. Many stepped up 
without having any experience and 
did an excellent job.

My door is always open to our 
community. I will do my best to 
address your concerns, and advocate 
on your behalf. Most importantly, I will 
listen to your concerns. I have shown 
I am not afraid to fight on behalf of 
our community to ensure we get the 
services and infrastructure we need.

Jenny Aitchison MP 
MEMBER FOR MAITLAND

During the storms, more than 
100,000 homes and businesses 
across the region were without 
power and dozens of communities, 
including Gillieston Heights, 
Miller’s Forest and Duckenfield 
were inundated or isolated due to 
floodwaters.

While the flooding has subsided, 
some residents are still struggling 
to restore their homes and many 
homes and businesses have been 
without phones or internet for  
many weeks.

The one shining light has been 
the efforts of volunteers and 
neighbours banding together and 
helping each other.

I have been working with 
Government agencies, the Storm 
Recovery Coordinator Brigadier 
Naumann, Non-Government 

agencies and the community to 
undertake a rigorous review to 
ensure that the Hunter region is 
adequately prepared to deal with  
any future natural disasters.

Maitland shows 
resilience  
The Maitland community showed its resilience during last 
month’s storm and flood events.
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Jenny with the ‘Testers Hollow’ boaties on ANZAC Day.

STORM 
FEEDBACK
Please contact my office 
on 4933 1617 if you are still 
experiencing difficulties as 
a result of the storm and 
flood events. As part of the 
review, I would appreciate 
it if you could share your 
experiences with me by 
completing the survey on 
the back of this newsletter 
or completing it online at 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/
Maitland2015June
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I’m fighting for  
our new Hospital
Recently I asked the Government when the first  
patients will be treated at the new Lower Hunter 
Hospital. However, the Minister for Health, Jillian Skinner 
has not yet even any timetable as to when the hospital 
will be built, arrogantly replying, “When it is built!” 

Our community is still 
waiting for a confirmation 
of the number of beds. If 
the Government closes 

the existing Maitland hospital when 
the new one is built we could end up 
with less than 100 additional beds.  

I recently made a private members 

statement with questions I have 
been asked about the hospital and 
our existing health services. I will be 
watching the budget to ensure the 
Government meets its commitments 
on health and roads and that they 
complete the many unfinished 
projects from their last term.

Labor Leader tours Lower Hunter 
following devastating floods
Member for Maitland, Jenny Aitchison and NSW Opposition Leader, Luke Foley last month 
toured flood-affected areas around Maitland including Gillieston Heights and Lochinvar. 
They saw first hand the recovery and clean-up efforts following the devastating storms 
and flooding in late April. 

Luke Foley thanked 
the hundreds of SES 
and RFS volunteers as 
well as local charities 

for such a tremendous effort 
during and after the storms and 
subsequent flooding. 

“The impact of the storms on 
people’s lives would have been 
far worse had it not been for 
volunteers and neighbours 
banding together and helping 
each other.

While the flooding has subsided, 
some residents are still facing 
an uphill battle to restore their 
homes,” Luke Foley said.

Luke said that it is important that the Government undertakes a rigorous review to ensure the Hunter region is adequately 
prepared to deal any future natural emergencies.

Jenny has already attended community meetings at Miller’s Forest and Gillieston Heights and more are planned.

Labor Leader Luke Foley and I met with residents of Gillieston Heights and 
Lochinvar.
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I’M HERE TO HELP YOU

Supporting Excellence in Our Community | Keeping in Touch

Mobile Offices

Connect Online

PREMIER’S AWARD FOR SOPHIE

Congratulations to Sophie Sorensen who 
represented NSW in Track and Field. I was 
honoured to present her with an award for 
this achievement on behalf of the Premier.

I was pleased to confer the trophies at the 
Maitland Little Athletics Awards Ceremony 
in April and impressed by the many state 
champions at Maitland Tenambit BMX 
club. 

If you are a state representative, you may 
be eligible for a Premier’s Award, please 
contact my office for an application form.

Nominations for the NSW Carers Awards 
are open until the 29th of June 2015. 
The awards acknowledge unpaid carers 
for their amazing help to the people they 
care for and the significant social and 
economic contributions they make to our 
community. To nominate someone:  
facs.smartygrants.com.au/

Parliament of  
New South  
Wales  
Aboriginal  
Art Prize 2015

The Parliament of New South Wales 
Aboriginal Art Prize is an acquisitive art 
award, with the prize money totalling 
$40,000, presented to an Aboriginal visual 
artist over the age of 18, born in New 
South Wales or living in New South Wales. 
Entries close on 31 July 2015. Please 
contact my office for more details on how 
to enter.

As a Member of Parliament I see myself 
as a resource for our community. Many 
people have asked me what is involved so 
I thought I would give you a brief overview 
of some of my work.

ACCESSING GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

During the April storms my office directly 
assisted more than 250 families with 
minor matters in addition to another 100 
families with more complex issues. 

On a day-to-day basis with the help of my 
team I have been helping many members 
of our community on everything from 
Health, Social Housing, Better Regulation, 
and Transport.

REPRESENTING YOU IN PARLIAMENT

Even in the tumult of Parliament, my 
commitment is to ensure the Government 
knows your views and acts on them. I will 
continue to put Maitland first. 

I have already spoken on a number of 
issues and you can keep track of what I 
am saying by looking up my speeches at: 
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/hansard.

KEEPING THE GOVERNMENT TO 
ACCOUNT FOR ITS PROMISES

The Government will release its budget 
in June and I will be watching to see 
what funds the Government allocates to 
meeting its election promises. 

I am keen to see the Government 
immediately commence construction of 
the new hospital, and will continue to fight 
the closure of our existing hospital, the 
cutting of our rail line, and for a new high 
school and primary school. I am asking 
the Government to support Marcellin Park 
and the Maitland Tenambit BMX Club.

WORKING WITH OUR COMMUNITY

I have been working on a number 
of community groups and am now 
Patron of the MRAG Volunteers, 
Rutherford Girl Guides and U3A 
Maitland and a few other groups are 
finalising their invitations. I am keen 
to work with all community groups, 
so please contact me so I can get to 
know you and learn how I can help. 

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES & 
AWARDS 

I can help organise congratulatory 
messages for significant birthdays 
and awards for special achievements.

MAITLAND CITY COUNCIL ISSUES

Please note if you have Maitland City 
Council issues it is best to call Council  
directly on 4934 9700. You can attach 
my name on the issue and they will 
advise me of the outcome.

I understand people can’t always get to my 
office during working hours. I have set up 
mobile offices on the weekends. Please call 
to make an appointment: 

Sat 20 June – Metford: 9am – 12 noon

Sun 21 June – Rutherford: 10am – 1pm

Sat 27 June – Maitland: 9am – 12 noon 

Sun 28 June – Woodberry: 9am – 12 noon

Sun 5 July – Maitland Markets: 9am – 1pm

Sat 18 July – East Maitland: 9am – 12 noon

Sun 19 July – Thornton: 9am – 12 noon

Sat 25 July – Largs: 9am – 12 noon

Sun 26 July – Morpeth: 10am – 1pm

Sat 1 Aug – Lorn: 9am – 12 noon

Sun 2 August – Lochinvar: 11am – 1pm

I am connecting on Facebook and  
Twitter and promoting our community 
events there. If you would like to  
join my conversations go to  

www.fb.com/jennyaitchison or 

 @jenny_aitchison 



PLEASE SEND ME YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY: 
1  Post: 34 Church Street, Maitland NSW 2320 or  2  Email: scan and send to maitland@parliament.nsw.gov.au

What’s important to you?
For each issue below, tick a box from 
1 to 5 in order of importance to you. NOT 

IMPORTANT

Building the New Lower Hunter Hospital
1 2 3 4 5

Cuts to the Rail Line into Newcastle
1 2 3 4 5

Keeping the Existing Maitland Hospital
1 2 3 4 5

Raising the Road at Tester’s Hollow
1 2 3 4 5

Building an additional primary school  
in Maitland

1 2 3 4 5

Building an additional high school  
in Maitland

1 2 3 4 5

Extra Police in Maitland
1 2 3 4 5

Extra Ambulance services in Maitland
1 2 3 4 5

Effective job creation strategies in Maitland
1 2 3 4 5

Retaining TAFE at affordable levels
1 2 3 4 5

VERY 
IMPORTANT
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JENNY AITCHISON MP’S Community Survey June 2015

Ensuring the New Maitland Railway 
Roundabout is flood free

1 2 3 4 5

YOUR COMMENTS, PLEASE USE BLANK PAPER IF NEEDED

1. Did you suffer damage? What was it?

2. What government or other services were cut?

3. Did you contact SES or other services?
Please list them.

4. Were they easy to contact?

5. How did you find out about these services?

6. Did you have an insurance claim?

7. Have you had any issues with your insurance
company?

8. What could be done better in the future during a
natural disaster event?

APRIL 2015 STORM & FLOOD FEEDBACK
You can write your answers on a separate sheet 
of paper or fill out the survey online at 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/Maitland2015June

NAME: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS:........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PHONE:  ..........................................................................................................................................................MOBILE: ...................................................................................................................................................................................

EMAIL: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

“Thank you for taking the time to complete my survey. Remember, you are always 
welcome to contact me on any other State matter of concern to you and your family. 
Please write to me or call my office on 4933 1617.” – Jenny Aitchison MP


