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NSW LABOR CALLS ON PREMIER TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE SUPPORT TO 
STRUGGLING PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS 

  

NSW Labor Leader Jodi McKay has urged Premier Gladys Berejiklian to provide relief to 
state-funded preschools, which are struggling to stay open due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  
Labor has welcomed yesterday’s federal announcement to make childcare free – however, 
this does not cover preschools which are a state responsibility and have been overlooked in 
yet another slow response from the Berejiklian Government. 
  
There are nearly 700 non-government preschools across NSW, with more than 25,000 
places for children. It is estimated that around 30 to 50 per cent of their funding comes from 
enrolment fees, which have dramatically dropped over the past month. 
  
Ms McKay today said “Start Strong” funding should be urgently supplemented to keep 
centres open and teachers employed. 
  
“Yesterday, the Commonwealth announced childcare would be free and while I welcome 
this, what I don’t welcome is the complete lack of support for our preschools,” Ms McKay 
said. 
  
“Just like childcare centres, preschool enrolments have plummeted and their viability is 
under threat - yet we’ve seen nothing from the Premier, Treasurer or Minister – when asked, 
they’ve refused to commit to supporting these centres and these families.” 
  
“We don’t have to reinvest the wheel here. What we’re proposing is the same level of 
support from the NSW Government to preschools that was announced yesterday by the 
Federal Government for childcare.” 
  
“This is about extending a three month lifeline for NSW preschools.” 
  
Shadow Minister for Early Childhood Jodie Harrison added: “My message to preschool 
providers and families with children is that we stand with you during this difficult time.” 
  
“Pre-schools are a state responsibility and they deserve the same level of support as 
childcare centres.” 
  
“It is vital we support these valued educators and teachers and the important work they do.” 
  
“I have spoken with providers around the State, which are seeing attendance rates of 50% or 
less. We need to support preschools to get through the COVID-19 pandemic – and ensure 
they can operate once the pandemic is over.” 


