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BEREJIKLIAN GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO LEAVE NSW RENTERS AND 
LANDLORDS TO FEND FOR THEMSELVES 

  
NSW Labor has renewed calls for the Liberal-National Government to immediately 
implement measures to protect tenants and landlords during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
While the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, suggests landlords and tenants should “work this 
out," NSW tenants are reporting that many landlords are refusing to negotiate and some are 
threatening eviction. Some agents have even asked tenants to dip into their super, a move 
which has been sharply rebuked by ASIC. 
  
It is well over a week since Tasmania passed emergency laws to protect tenants and give 
certainty to landlords. Yet, the NSW Government refuses to provide any detailed information 
about how it will ensure renters can stay in their homes. 
  
Labor Shadow Minister for Consumer Protection Julia Finn said: “While the NSW 
Government continues to do nothing, some landlords and real estate agents are rushing to 
evict tenants before the moratorium is introduced and making their own rules about who is 
and isn’t eligible for the eviction moratorium.” 
  
“The Minister should immediately use his powers to give the moratorium the full force of the 
law. Anything less would only seek to create more worry and fear for tenants who are facing 
financial difficulties.” 
  
“How can we expect people to stay home and self-isolate when they run the risk of losing the 
roof over their heads. This is a health issue, as well as a tenancy one.” 
  
The Labor Opposition is again calling on the Berejiklian Government implement the 
moratorium and to: 
 
•             Clarify that there will be an amnesty on evictions for non-payment 
•             Clarify that people who haven’t lost their jobs still need to pay rent 
•             Clarify the obligations tenants have to demonstrate their sudden inability to pay 
their rent 
•             Clarify how any shortfall would be made up. 
 
“The Berejiklian Government is leaving the third of NSW residents who rent to fend for 
themselves," Ms Finn said.  
 
“It is the role of Government to ensure everyone has a safe place to stay during the health 
crisis. It is unacceptable that tenants and landlords are left in the dark about any proposed 
changes."  

  


